0. S., NOW aged 2 years and 4 months, attends as an out-patient at the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, London. History.--She was born prematurely at eight months, the birth-weight being just under 4 lb. A breech-labour was difficult, and the mother recounts that the baby was born with her legs black with bruises. The breast failed after a few days and the baby was reared on Allen and Hanbury's food till the age of seven months when she was given cow's milk; mixed feeding commenced at eleven months. She sat up at ten months, and said, "Mum " and "Dad " at the same age, but has never walked. She is a clean baby, napkins having been given up altogether at fifteen months. She is the first child of two, the younger, who is now 8 months old, is a healthy though small baby, and her muscles are said to be firm.
Physical Examination.-The muscles show a very considerable lack of tone. The mother is quite certain that this softness of the muscles has been present from birth. The knee-jerks are obtainable. All the organs are normal. The head is of the rachitic shape and the anterior fontanelle is wide. Skiagrams of the bones show no evidence of any rachitic change. There is no sweating of the head neither are there any signs pointing to rickets other than the shape of the head and the open fontanelle. The skin is fine and soft and appears to have a normal tone. The mother says that the baby bruises easily. The Wassermann reaction is negative.
Discu8sion.-Dr. H. F. TURNEY (in Dr. Lightwood's absence) said: Rickets has been suggested here on account of the late closure of the fontanelle. The condition has been present since birth, and has not been improved by several months' treatment on cod-liver oil and sunlight. Skittgrams show no departure from the normal. The chief reason for bringing the case is to obtain ideas as to prognosis. I have never seen an adult with this condition; the oldest subjects I have seen have been aged about 12, and have suffered from serious disability in walking.
Dr. WORSTER-DROUGHT said he agreed that this condition was myatonia congenita. The degree of hypotonia was too great. An unusual feature was that the knee-jerks were retained.
With regard to prognosis, he had followed up some cases during a number of years, and his view was that the outlook was not so favourable as the text-books led one to believe. He thought this child would walk eventually, but that the gait would be feeble and waddling in character. He had never seen a case of the kind recover completely. THE patient and his twin brother were born on January 17, 1928. The attending midwife reported that there was one placenta, one chorion and two amniotic sacs. Both parents are healthy, and there has been one previous pregnancy, resulting in the birth of a male child, who is now 12 months old and quite healthy. The patient began to vomit when a month old, and was admitted to the Hospital
